Q&A: Test Special

Pulling the device to the test on Jabbasports new rolling road.

LITTLE
BLEEDER!

The Ecotek CB-26P is an air-bleed valve that's
claimed to offer lower emissions and smoother
running. We put the claims to the test.

TRIED AND
FESTED

Filter unil pictured is a protobype unit.
The Ecotek CR-26F hasically consists of
an aluminium alloy body (anodised
gold), housing a spring and plastic
vithve, The end of the unit is protected
by a gause,

We first heard about the Ecotak
CB-26P device after reading
several favourable reports about it
on the internet and in Club GTi's
Rabkit magazine. It basicalty
consists of spring-loaded
prassure valve housed in a gald-
anodised aluminium alley body.,
The unil allzws unmeterad air to
entar the infakea manifald at low
manifold pressures, the atmosshars
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oressure forzing acditicnal air jup o
4% Into the engine, leaning off the
rigiLrea.

It’s claimed that thiz offars better
rmixing, impeoving the swirl effect,
ard rasults in a cleanar bum, which
in turn reduces emissions. The
davice i5 also said to smooth Hat
apots ard improve throtte responss,

It's this latter pan which we wene
particulary interested in — numerous
indeperdent tests have besan cane
an the emissicns side of things and
there is no reason 1o doutd their
results. Leaner mixturas are almast
cartain to reduce emissions.

Stealth Racing, in Southarm, were
entrusted 1o actually install the
device, with technician Daniel Spacie
efficiartly camying out the task.
Stealh are actually an agens for the
device and cwner Wince Saiva
cormmants that “all the customers
who've Dought one have been
chuffed to Bits with the
improvermeant.”

The test vehicle was a colleague’s
bl 2 Gl GTi 8Y (Digitant fuel-
njecticn) that was stardard apart
from a sparts exhaust and alloys.

The urit was attached in-lina with
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Owvner of the test vehicle was

Stuarl Craig, seen here oulside
Slealth Racing,

the: brake serso to manifald feed,
being securad with four jubilee clips,
and than “tuned’. An odd 'slurping’
roise coule now be heard when the
engine was on the evesrun aller the
throbie had been Dlipped (Caniel
described it best — “the noise yvou get
when you're getting te the battom of
a4 MazDonalds milkshake'S.

With tha devica in place, 1he Gall
was taken lor a test-drive, with owrar
Stuarl reporting that it felt slighthy
friskier and appearad much smoather
i 1he threttle, That was 1ha
subjective impressions - but what
winlle thie rolling road say?

Tofind cut, we headed off to visit
farced-induction spacialists
Jatzpaspor, in Patertoraugh, to test
the Galt an their newly=fitted (and still
aleamirg!) rallieg road,

Several powersruns wers camead
out ard the order was varied to
ensure that the readings would give a
fair reprasentation. With the devica
active the engine appeared to
praduce marginally more poawear -
consistently around 1 o 2 bhap,

Eefore (1071hp)
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Yellow line denotes power curve,
while blue line gives the torque curve,
With the device shul-oif the car
reconded 107 bhp at the fhwheel,
With the device active this rose by
hetween 140 2 bhp.

After (109hhp)

The unit is installed in=line wilh the
manifold feed to the servo using
julvilee clips, Mo hoses need Lo be oul,

Az tha Ecotal devica doas appsar
to reduce smissions - according 1o
savaral other impartial mags who
hiave used MoT-testing gear = it could
prove particularky useful for owrers of
Turned vahiclas, I you're nunning &
high-lift cam, for example, and as
strugaling to get the emissions low
arnugh 1o pass an boT, this davice
could prowve very handsy. You may
enven b abile b run a much wilder
carm than you would othereise be
able to get away with, Food for
thoug !

The Ecolek CB-26P retails for
around £50 fitted (plus the cost of
the filler head),

Ecotek Tel: (0181) 2873472
Welbsite: www.ecotek.ong.uk
or www.cleanburm.co.uk
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